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For 200 million years the Dinosaurs ruled the earth 

  

Now, they’re back, roaming the arenas of the world 

in an extraordinary theatrical production 
 

WALKING WITH DINOSAURS – 

The Arena Spectacular 
 

Based on the award-winning BBC Television Series  

 

New Zealand season commences June 29 exclusively at 

Auckland’s Vector Arena 
  

Dinosaurs will once again roam the earth in a spectacular theatrical arena show, which 

commences its New Zealand season June 29 exclusively at Auckland‟s Vector Arena. WALKING 

WITH DINOSAURS – The Arena Spectacular, based on the award-winning BBC Television series will 

see actual size dinosaurs come to life in what promises to be one of the most exciting and 

groundbreaking shows ever seen in New Zealand. 

 

The show originated in Australia, where after years of planning, WALKING WITH DINOSAURS came 

to life at Sydney‟s Acer Arena in January 2007. The show has now been seen by some 7 million 

people around the world and has generated in excess of NZD$500 million dollars in overall ticket 

sales worldwide. 

 

WALKING WITH DINOSAURS – The Arena Spectacular is presented in New Zealand by NZ 

Entertainment & Events Corporation and produced by The Creature Production Company in 

association with BBC Worldwide. 

 

NZ Entertainment & Events Corporation (NZEEC), headed by Bruce Mactaggart, who also 

conceived the original idea for the show said; “It‟s an absolute thrill to finally be able to bring this 

amazing live show to New Zealand. WALKING WITH DINOSAURS was conceived to be big in 

every respect and it certainly is that – not just the incredible life-size dinosaurs; but the lighting, 

the sets, the music, make it a once in a lifetime, must-see theatrical event. The size and scale is 

simply unprecedented and unlike anything you‟ve ever seen before!” 

 

The Creature Production Company, CEO Carmen Pavlovic said, “The BBC series was a brilliant 

blend of special effects, escapism, excitement and information.  Our show brings together all of 

that, plus something extra - it‟s live!   In this production, 20 roaring, snarling “live” dinosaurs 

mesmerise the audience – and are as awe-inspiring as when they first walked on earth.” 
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Vector is proud to be the official sponsor of WALKING WITH DINOSAURS – The Arena Spectacular. 

Vector has come on board as principal sponsor and is excited at the prospect of being involved 

in a show that has received such international success.  “This is one of the most cutting edge 

entertainment shows to hit New Zealand and Vector is proud to be involved through our long 

standing support of the Arena,” says Vector CEO Simon Mackenzie. 
 

WALKING WITH DINOSAURS – The Arena Spectacular has sold out performances and broken 

records in arenas in more than 142 cities globally – The production has played more than 1600 

performances around the world. It has been seen on "The Today Show," “Good Morning 

America," "Live with Regis and Kelly," and has been written about in Newsweek, The New York 

Times and the Wall Street Journal.  

It was the subject of a Discovery Channel Really Big Things episode and a video clue category 

on Jeopardy and will be the crime scene in an upcoming episode of CSI – Cold Blooded due to 

screen on TV3 mid-March. 

For the third consecutive year Walking With Dinosaurs has achieved Top 10 ranking in the Pollstar 

Top 100 Worldwide tours. This year coming in at No: 7, grossing US$104.1million, and selling in 

excess of 2 Million tickets in 2010 alone – much more than superstar music acts such as Bon Jovi, 

U2, AC/DC, Metallica and Lady GaGa! 

 
The production has won the THEA Award for Outstanding Achievement in Touring Event (2007) 

and the Billboard Touring Award for Creative Content (2008) as well as the Pollstar Concert 

Industry Award for Most Creative Stage Production (2009). New Zealand resident, Bruce 

Mactaggart was also awarded the „Venues Today‟ Hall of Fame Award in 2007 for conceiving 

the show and in recognition of its  break-through success in North America. 

 
Featuring 20 dinosaurs, the 96-minute spectacular takes the audience through the evolution of  

these giant beasts from their first existence, over millions of years, through to their extinction. They 

are accompanied on their journey by narrator Huxley, an enthusiastic palaeontologist who is on 

hand to guide the audience through time with exciting facts and information.  
 

Tim Haines, creator and producer of the original BBC series, which was seen by a worldwide 

audience of 700 million, serves as Project Consultant to WALKING WITH DINOSAURS – The Arena 

Spectacular.  The series won six Emmy and three BAFTA Awards. 

 

“At its core, The Arena Spectacular manages to do what the TV series did so successfully, which 

is to make people imagine they are looking at real dinosaurs.” 

 

Artistic Director William May developed the creative vision of the show based on an original idea 

by New Zealand entrepreneur Bruce Mactaggart to create an arena version of the Walking with 

Dinosaurs television series. 

 

A talented and experienced team of creative artists came together to produce WALKING WITH 

DINOSAURS – The Arena Spectacular. The show is directed by Scott Faris, a Broadway veteran.  

The creatures are designed and built by Sonny Tilders; the set and projected image design are 

by Peter England; the show‟s lighting is by John Rayment, the score was composed by James 

Brett, and Warner Brown wrote the script.  

 

Ten species are represented from the entire 200 million year reign of the dinosaurs.  The show 

includes the Tyrannosaurus Rex, the terror of the ancient terrain, as well as the Plateosaurus and 

Liliensternus from the Triassic period, the Stegosaurus and Allosaurus from the Jurassic period and 

Torosaurus and Utahraptor from the awesome Cretaceous period.  The largest of them, the 

Brachiosaurus is 11 metres tall, and 22 metres from nose to tail.  It took a team of 50 including 

engineers, fabricators, skin makers, artists and painters, and animatronics experts a year to build 

the original production in a Melbourne Docklands workshop big enough to park a 747. 
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The show depicts the dinosaurs‟ evolution, complete with the climatic and tectonic changes 

that took place, which led to the demise of many species.  With almost cinematic realism, 

WALKING WITH DINOSAURS has scenes of the interactions between dinosaurs, and the audience 

sees how carnivorous dinosaurs evolved to walk on two legs, and how the herbivores fended off 

their more agile predators.  

 

The history of the world is played out with the splitting of the earth‟s continents, and the transition 

from the arid desert of the Triassic period is given over to the lush green prairies and forces of the 

later Jurassic.  Oceans form, volcanoes erupt, a forest catches fire -- all leading to the impact of 

the massive comet, which struck the earth, and forced the extinction of the dinosaurs. 

 

Variety said, “The dinosaurs are stunning, life-size and faultlessly nimble. In act one, the beasts 

parade into the arena gnashing and cavorting as a safari-suited paleontologist describes their 

attributes … in the second half, the action cranks up, culminating in a spectacular clash as a T-

Rex mom defends her baby from predators. Sonny Tilders' triumphant creature design ensures 

„Walking With Dinosaurs‟ is a truly spectacular, spectacular!”  

 

WALKING WITH DINOSAURS – The Arena Spectacular was originally produced in Australia by 

Gerry Ryan, Malcolm Cooke and Jill Bryant and is brought to New Zealand by NZEEC with 

Creature Production Company in association with BBC Worldwide. 

 

WALKING WITH DINOSAURS – The Arena Spectacular -Auckland -Vector Arena 

Opening June 29 

 

Visa Entertainment pre-sale from 9am on Weds 9 Feb to 9am on Fri 11 Feb  

Presale ticket details are available at www.visaentertainment.co.nz 

<http://www.visaentertainment.co.nz> . 

  

Tickets on sale 9.00am Friday 11, Feb - Ticketmaster.co.nz or  Ph: 0800-111-999 

 

Performances Times: 

Wed, 29, Thurs 30 June, Fri 1, Sat 2 July – 7.00pm 

Sat 2 July – 3.00pm 

Sun 3 July - 11am & 3.00pm 

Ticket Prices:                                                                                                                            
Premium $99.00  /  Gold $84.00  / Silver $66.00  

Gold $69.00 and Silver $49.00 concession tickets will be available at some selected weekday 

sessions. 

Children 24 months and under are admitted free if seated on the knee.  

Group Bookings available for groups of 20 or more only, contact Vector Arena Group Bookings 

on (09) 358 1250 or email groups@vectorarena.co.nz 

 

For updates and further information visit www.dinosaurlive.co.nz 

 
Media enquiries: 

 
Bridget de Launay / de Launay Enterprises 

Email: Bridget@delaunay enterprises.co.nz 

Ph: (09) 361-6600 / Mobile: 021-630-622 
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